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661. Q: According to the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh, what does freedom from
possessions naturally awaken in the soul?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh teaches that freedom from possessions awakens
flashes of divine intuition in the soul.

662. Q: In the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh, what causes the “waters” of the soul’s
intuition to rise?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says that when no external distractions enter the
soul, its natural intuitions rise towards God.

663. Q: What does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh describe as the treasures hidden
within the soul?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh explains that these treasures are incorporeal
intuitions arising without labour.

664. Q: How does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh describe the natural state of the
soul?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh describes the soul’s nature as unaffected, full of
light, and without affections.

665. Q: Why, according to the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh, are affections not natural
to the soul?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh teaches that affections are later additions that
move the soul from outside itself.

666. Q: In the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh, what does it mean that the soul is the
“image of God”?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh explains that the soul, not the body, is the true
invisible image of God.

667. Q: What are the three categories of the soul’s state in the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of
Nineveh?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh teaches: natural understanding, above nature in
divine contemplation, and external affections.

668. Q: What example from Basil does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh use to show
the soul’s order?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh quotes Basil: when the soul is in its natural order
it is found above, not beneath.

669. Q: How does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh distinguish bodily hunger from
sinful affections?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says bodily hunger belongs naturally to the body,
but sinful affections are alien to the soul.



670. Q: Why does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh say excellence is natural to the soul?

A: Because, as the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh teaches, health precedes illness, so
excellence is prior to affections.

671. Q: What does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh say about anger and zeal in the
soul?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh teaches that zeal directed toward God is natural,
but passion tied to bodily desire is alien.

672. Q: How does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh explain Scripture’s use of language
about soul and body?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh explains that Scripture often speaks
metaphorically, applying bodily terms to the soul and vice versa.

673. Q: What does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh say about nature and accident?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh teaches that nature does not change, but affections
are accidental intrusions.

674. Q: How are body and soul affected when they abandon their natural order, according to the
Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says each is harmed when it follows the other’s
nature instead of its own.

675. Q: Why does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh reject the idea that passions belong
to the soul?

A: Because, as it teaches, if passions were natural, they would not harm the soul but instead benefit
it.
676. Q: According to the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh, what is purity of mind?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says purity of mind is being captivated by divine
things through virtue and discipline.

677. Q: How does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh distinguish purity of heart from
purity of mind?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh explains that the mind is a branch, but the heart
is the root of the soul’s inward senses.

678. Q: Why, according to the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh, is purity of heart harder
to achieve?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh teaches it requires total mortification and freedom
from all worldly association.

679. Q: What does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh say about the role of quiet senses?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh explains that quiet senses give birth to peace in
the soul.

680. Q: How does the Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh describe the order of fear, love, and
knowledge?

A: The Third Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh teaches that fear precedes love, and both precede
spiritual knowledge.
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