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641. Q: How are we taught to perceive the delights of the future world, according to the Second
Muystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says we may taste them spiritually even now.

642. Q: Why are beloved names used for future delights, according to the Second Mystic Treatise of
Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says they spur us on, though the reality is
incomprehensible.

643. Q: What pledge of the future kingdom do we already possess, according to the Second Mystic
Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says “the Kingdom of God is within you.”
644. Q: How does the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh interpret “through a glass”?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh interprets it as showing comparability, not
identity, of present and future joys.

645. Q: According to the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh, what causes delight in the
saints?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says it is caused by the intelligible influence
of the Holy Spirit.

646. Q: Who is called a friend of excellence in the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh defines him as one who gladly accepts the
evil things adhering to him.

647. Q: What warning about repentance does the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh give?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh warns that repentance after loss of freedom
is joyless.

648. Q: How should we treat the sinner, according to the Second Muystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of
Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh advises protecting him and strengthening his
courage.

649. Q: What support should be given to the weak in spirit, according to the Second Mystic Treatise
of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says to support them with words and prayers.



650. Q: What constant practice does the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh recommend to
preserve the mind?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh recommends constant strenuous prayer.
651. Q: What caution about thoughts is found in the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh warns not to tempt the mind with impure
thoughts, even for examination.

652. Q: What is the first sign of darkness of mind, according to the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac
of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says it begins with dejection in service and
prayer.

653. Q: Why does the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh urge showing weakness before
God?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says otherwise strangers may test one’s
strength apart from God.

654. Q: How does the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh describe the twofold service of
the cross?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh describes it as practice (patience in troubles)
and theory (prayer and contemplation).

655. Q: What danger arises from neglecting practice for theory, according to the Second Mystic
Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says God’s anger may strike the
presumptuous mind.

656. Q: What is the consequence of trying to gaze at divine mysteries prematurely, according to the
Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh warns it may lead to darkness without God.

657. Q: According to the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh, what is the sequence from
labour and watchfulness?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh says labour leads to purity, which leads to
inward light and guidance by grace.

658. Q: How does the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh compare excellence and
contemplation?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh likens excellence to the body and
contemplation to the soul of the spiritual man.

659. Q: What is contemplation, according to the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh defines it as the apprehension of divine
mysteries hidden in words.

660. Q: How does the Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh define the world?

A: The Second Mystic Treatise of Mar Isaac of Nineveh defines the world as bodily behaviour and
carnal thoughts.
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