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Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 30

Q: Where and when was Mar Isaac of Nineveh born?

A: Mar Isaac of Nineveh was born in the early seventh century in Beth Qatraye, a
province on the north-eastern coast of the Arabian Peninsula.

Q: Who ordained Mar Isaac as bishop, and where did this occur?

A: In 676, George, Catholicos of Seleucia-Ctesiphon, ordained Mar Isaac Bishop of
Nineveh at the monastery of Beth ‘Abe.

Q: How long did Mar Isaac serve as bishop of Nineveh?

A: Mar Isaac served as bishop for only five months before withdrawing from the
episcopacy.

Q: Where did Mar Isaac retire after leaving the episcopacy?

A: After leaving the episcopacy, Mar Isaac retired to the mountain of Matout in the
region of Beth Huzaye, where he lived a life of prayer and stillness.

Q: Where did Mar Isaac spend his final years and where was he buried?

A: In old age, Mar Isaac entered the monastery of Rabban Shabur, where he ended his
days and was buried.

Q: Into which languages were Mar Isaac’s writings eventually translated?

A: His writings were translated from Syriac into Greek, Arabic, Georgian, Latin,
Ambharic, Slavonic, German, English, Japanese, Malayalam, Persian, and various
Western European languages including French, Italian, Catalan, Castilian, and
Portuguese.

Q: How was Mar lIsaac received by the hesychast Fathers of the fourteenth century?

A: Mar lIsaac was read and celebrated as a saint and spiritual guide by the great
hesychast Fathers of the fourteenth century.

Q: What evidence shows Mar Isaac’s popularity in the West during the Age of
Discovery?

A: Christopher Columbus’s son owned a Catalan translation of Mar Isaac, and a
companion of Columbus made the first Castilian translation during the second voyage
to the New World.

Q: How was Mar lIsaac venerated in Orthodox Russia?

A: He was deeply beloved in Russia, being frequently mentioned in works like The
Way of a Pilgrim and Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov.

Q: Which two short accounts of Mar Isaac’s life survive in Syriac literature?
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A: One was written by the ninth-century East Syrian author Isho’denah in The Book
of Chastity; the other, preserved by the West Syrians, has an unknown author and date.

Q: What do Mar Isaac’s homilies reveal about his learning?

A: His homilies reveal that he was well versed in Scripture, patristic writings, and
secular literature translated from Greek.

Q: What event in 648 affected the Church in Mar Isaac’s homeland?

A: Around 648, the bishops of Qatar separated from the Catholicos and joined
insurgent bishops of eastern Persia, causing a schism.

Q: Which sources preserve the history of the Qatari schism?

A: The history is partly known from five letters written by Catholicos Isho’yabh III to
the bishops, citizens, and monks of Qatar.

Q: When and how was the Church of Qatar reunited with the Persian Church?

A: In 676, George the Catholicos personally travelled to Qatar to heal the schism,
reuniting the Church of Qatar with the Persian Church.

Q: Why might Mar Isaac’s appointment as Bishop of Nineveh have symbolized
Church unity?

A: By elevating a native son of Qatar to a respected see in Persia, George the
Catholicos likely reinforced the restored unity between the Churches.

Q: Who translated Mar Isaac’s Homilies into Arabic, and when?

A: In the tenth century, ‘Abdallah ben Fadhl ben ‘Abdallah translated the Homilies
into Arabic from Greek.

Q: Who translated Mar Isaac’s Homilies into Georgian, and where?

A: In the tenth century, Saint Euthymius of Mount Athos, founder of the Monastery
of lveron, translated the Homilies into Georgian.

Q: When was the first Latin translation of Mar Isaac’s writings made?

A: No later than the thirteenth century, a selection of the Greek homilies was translated
into Latin.

Q: What is the oldest known manuscript of the Latin translation of Mar Isaac’s works?

A: The oldest manuscript is in the Laurentian Library in Florence, Plut. LXXXIX 96,
dating to the thirteenth century.

Q: When do Mar Isaac’s writings first appear quoted in Western literature?

A: The earliest known Western quotation appears in John Peckham’s Tractatus
Pauperis, completed in 1270.



Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 30

581. ¢al0: mlmeQIRfeal 0@ eaMVaNIL af)QlleSs af)Galoeosmy Bl 4i@)?

9: @0@ DTVANIEE) afPIo MQITEOM DSEHOWIEE @PEONIM DalGllallem ASERH:IeEHM Clogoss
@JlRIO® NI AU@IO I gam'l_r%.

582. 6al0: @0@ EDAVANIHIOM @RI HA@IMIV] BREIGUB 62IQEY, afallESWOEM GR® MSMMN® ?

9: 676-08 MLEJaHy-OTIMIIGaNed B:0emIRlenIm UIlaIBUIlmY, GnIm)’ @RGEN! GRYYATIGE gl
20@ EDMVANILHIOM MIMeQAWVIeR! HA@IMIWV] GREIGHUDo RN

583. €ald: 0@ ETVANIE @&l Mmool HA@IMIV] WY 0.21Q?

®: 0B AMVANIED HAUQo BETYAIMo BI@ED HA@IMIW] EINLAIMo @‘rbaaosgﬂ%gg; @SB @PREGaN.
MUOOMERISIEOT.

584. 6210: #2@6® aizall allgeuentic @0@ DMVANIES ag)Qilesss’ m'](om'lgé?

9. 62@IOM aleall allgeuentts, @@ EMVANILE) GENITY 20MVIGVAIORI ATBD® AIBQYOOTIERIES
alledly; @rales @regans odmamee Mlymid®. alosum Hlalme My,

585. ¢al: ®@e® Hlalmomile GrAIMIM &dtle @@ DMVA0IE agaies QJ'Ienlsﬂgd, ag)Qllesosny
@REEANOOI GRSEHo 6D ?

9 QUIBRLGYOBIT M@ EDAVANIEY OMIIM WY Ol OO G@RYUDATHICRIES @G(ll(f(ﬂ_f%; @palles
@EMM@OIET’ @oGGFaNe @PAITVLOM GlQITUEERUE 6218101 4@o @RSEe 6 2IYOAFHQYo 6 2IQPD) .

586. 6al0: @@ DTMVAOILIOM EaINEUB oIS’ D UGl QllaIdTmMo 6.21Q60)g?

9 @REGOOMIOM EaIMHWS qmydleomlelad dlm’  Yley, @oenl, emodeelom, edlm,
@A aNI@E:, MYIEAIEMIE:, LA, oladl’, BOaMITY, LIWIB., GalB@aU§MB )M OB EIGRIR.
eal, egoelm, &Qenm, @oqleloa, cmod&.«gw‘]m)” ©SEEI  QEOIAlB  @RInHBSIGRIER.
allademMe 6.21Q)60]s.

587. @ald: al@lmoaide QoeNEleal HanMileudmy allmosnmod 208 EMaNILHIOM ageaBeM aLIle:@lgy?

®: MIB AMVANIERIOM @RAIR B@ QlwRELMIW], EREIIY WYW@AIWI] ANVIERE:. @RRGIERE:Wo
6alQ.
]

588. 6al0: @RQIYIEQUNTHIE AIOUTUIDIERINHOT @I DTVANIGHIOM (@Ml afw emslaoem’
BH0eMIEBIM® ?

9 BIMVaNB OBOBoNITVIOM ABM BOQ DTVANIEBIOM BHQRIM  AlaIBEmM.  PEMRIVITBMDo,
6B08NIMIOM 8@ @30S JOIQ CRIGHETE®/ GREAGIHWICAIMBSS MRl IO @By
Hoqdlelem aladomme Mldaiadlgi@adem” emglarl.

589. @al0: B0BOMEWIE OaHWIEE 20B DTVANIBIOM aEEBOM @ROBE|4)?

. @O63aN0 OaHWIT @R Gﬂgoo']oes)a%]%; @RLNISHMW OO  QUSl  Gale|s88 BHOIBER)
EWICNRIOWAT MJQES B EUERE HIOAETVIN)e @VEGANEDOD MEAMWo alEORABUBlaflg6ME.



590. ¢ai: 208 gaVanBlOMR Hlailmeomantlyss ago eadlw e alaemsrud @ram’ myclwoi
MLIaClOEIE Mlaimladesona ?

9: BINIACOM@ BMIMo (QQIEEIDAI aIDEMYY MYOIWIM] af)§TDHIEMIW DDEUBISEMIOIOM The
Book of Chastity @fleinen’; @enzoacom@ a10umi0@y Mycl@omlefl@d mu.esulerealesslale, @oaen
eaIQl®maailem©Qe $:0816TMQe @&:Gla] QBRI @odclalley.

591 6al0: @98 DMVANIGNOMR GandlelEe:ud (@JEIHEMEBBUE) BREGANTIOM AIOMEOOERC] af)MET’
eSO IFTDM® ?

9: @PEROOBIOM Ganodllalle:ud, @PEGa0. Hemimiglal allmismomes Wmasnglgle el amlan
alladomme 621 aeO®e WMAEEElRj e Al@lEREMIMPERIVITBMEEAIM  HAISIE|SEDME.

592. ¢al0: 648-@3 20@ DMVAOILIOM WWERUOIOI TVEROHX I0Ul4| TV aB@ ?

9. afd®GEBW. 648-@W eIEDOleRl eA@IMIAB  &icmoelemomilad Ml  cadeals &leed
GalBaHIOR] HLI0alBIGlHSIW HAEIMICEIS Eal@mo, DAY B3T3 QMo HEMNROWI.

593. al0: eUEIEI QlleBRMOBIOMD 2IGI@o RD G@O@dﬂ\\g@;g’lmosm" MoEBUEOSIElERM@ ?

©:  ®0emoallemmomy VeIV  QIMIAM TGO OA@IMIAEBR.,  AlDEMOIBERo.,
mUMPRMVI20BHBo AT @Y HEDHEIE MMM 2ldl@e BIUWlH20W] GROlWeNIGM®Y.

594. ¢al0: uOmAIBRI MU GalBaiyB TVEQAIVI af)Galoud, af)BREM@IEM alleNge BAT®e oS ?

®: 676-@3, ®ocmoelesmomy UladWnY  aieEdlaleaow] aiomalealss  Elomno @m@:g«n@'lm”
QIB21Q, UEDCIOR! MHEREOW EalBaty™ MLRWIW allinge Tlafly)

595. ¢al0: @08 aMVanIEBIOM MImeniuieal HAE@IMIV] Mlwdlydleom mEd BagsiOBlem aleaw]
BHEMENIEIM HIEEMEODNT) ?

9 B OO (UIERWIOW  GaldcHilenl  MIEOAIMIRIY BT  (VSloadITVMOTICRIES
owdovlooiges, @icmoalesomy Gladulmy, quesd ©dle)8s ofjM:adal®  eagd:e
90a]l5]l@lEn0.

596. ¢ald: @0B DMVANIGKIOM Ganddlelleud @M @rOMITIeals AlAIBEmM. 6aIQEY, af)Galoeosm’
621Q® ?

9 alOmo (QIEMNEITS, @ETYSJ0a0 O6NIMB and ©enIad @oenedat, Ganodlelle:uwd Wleslad mlary
@posnilwilealss” alladomme 6.21Q.

597. ¢ald: @0@ TVANIEHIOM Ganodlele:ud @rEIM emodEldlealds aladEmme eaI®Y, agales
Qlg?

9 al0mo (YQITEI®S, @DEME @RYETMIMIlOal 208 A @ldleomy, DeaICNIMm @R WACTIeM
MUN%aldB, Ganodllelle:ud emodslemleass’ aladomme 6.21Q.

598. @al0: @0@ OTVANILBIOM ) IO BSOS @By endlm allaidomme af)Galoeem” MSMM@) ?

9 al®lgmie M@QIEEIM gmi @em, Wl Ganddlellesl@d alaim endldiealss allaidomme
©2lQ6aS.
599. ¢al0: @08 IMVaNIEBIOM ~I10¢lM8 alaIdEmMEBIOal ABYQYe AIPQ HEBHEWEID D] aG@I6M?

9! aBQ0o AP HEOGHOQID (I GagIOMMIlerl GRI00Mauid WmowdaIEilane, Plut. LXXXIX 96,
D@ al@IgaMoe (QQIENEIGRIMOEN .

600. Gal0: @3B EDAVANILBIOM EIMEGHUB ADURAO®) TVICIOIOBIG CRHBWIV] OERLAIEDHAIFIMND
af)Gaoud?

9. @REIY] GRAWOUFM vy ©ELEEM], 1270-@ oJBEMIIW R  ealala0ddlen
Tractatus Pauperis-@3 @J@i@¢6q]g0mo



