Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 29 (June 22nd 2(025)

561. Q: In Mar Aprem’s “Letter to Publius,” what is the polished mirror a metaphor for?

A: The polished mirror represents the holy Gospel, which reflects the moral and spiritual state
of all who gaze into it.

562. Q: According to Mar Aprem in his “Letter to Publius,” how does the mirror reflect the spiritual
condition of a person?

A: The mirror reflects beauty or ugliness depending on the moral state of the one looking into
it, showing their virtues or sins without itself being changed.

563. Q: In the “Letter to Publius,” what is depicted as being visible within the Gospel mirror for
those with pure eyes?

A: According to Mar Aprem, the kingdom of heaven, Paradise, Gehenna, and the ranks of the
good and evil are visible to those with a pure eye.

564. Q: In Mar Aprem’s “Letter to Publius,” how does he interpret the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus from Luke 16?

A: He sees it as a literal example of postmortem torment and justice, with the Gospel mirror
revealing the suffering of the rich man and the reward of Lazarus.

565. Q: What does Mar Aprem’s “Letter to Publius” say about the deeds of individuals at the Last
Judgment?

A: He states that each person’s deeds will stand visibly before them, accusing or defending
them in the presence of the Judge.

566. Q: According to Mar Aprem in the “Letter to Publius,” what do the twelve thrones signify?
A: The twelve thrones are seats of judgment, before which all tribes and nations tremble.

567. Q: In the “Letter to Publius,” what role does the inner mind play in judgment according to Mar
Aprem?

A: The inner mind becomes the judge and the embodiment of the law, silently accusing or
justifying each person.

568. Q: How does Mar Aprem, in the “Letter to Publius,” describe Christ on the day of judgment?

A: He uses numerous titles such as Judge of righteousness, Gate of life, and Pure sacrifice,
highlighting Christ’s divine authority.

569. Q: What image does Mar Aprem use in his “Letter to Publius” to describe the failure of virgins
without good deeds?

A: He portrays them as virgins without oil in their lamps, echoing the parable in Matthew 25,
whose virginity was not adorned with virtuous deeds.

570. Q: In the “Letter to Publius,” how does Mar Aprem explain the separation of the good and the
wicked?



A: He interprets the right hand and left hand metaphorically, symbolizing those honoured and
those unworthy.

571. Q: What does Mar Aprem say happens when one looks with discernment into the Gospel
mirror?

A: They see the full range of human deeds and destinies, including their own faults and the
images of both the good and the wicked.

572. Q: According to the “Letter to Publius,” what happens to slanderous whisperings and secret
sins?

A: Mar Aprem says they will cry out loudly and become manifest before the Judge.

573. Q: What warning does Mar Aprem give to those who rely solely on the title of “virgin” without
deeds, in the “Letter to Publius™?

A: He warns that virginity without virtuous deeds is insufficient and will not grant entrance to
the bridal chamber of heaven.

574. Q: In Mar Aprem’s interpretation in the “Letter to Publius,” what is symbolized by the gate of
the kingdom being shut?

A: It symbolizes the irreversible finality of judgment, where those without good deeds are
denied entry.

575. Q: How does Mar Aprem in the “Letter to Publius” describe the punishment of the wicked in
Sheol?

A: He describes it as torment without relief, with suffering intensified according to each
person’s wickedness.

576. Q: What message does Mar Aprem convey about the mind’s awareness of death in the “Letter
to Publius™?

A: He emphasizes that the mind must awaken from the sleep of sin and consider mortality to
prepare for judgment.

577. Q: In the “Letter to Publius,” what historical generations does Mar Aprem mention to highlight
human mortality?

A: He refers to Adam, the pre-flood generations, and the Sodomites, all of whom perished
despite their former glory.

578. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about tears and repentance in the “Letter to Publius”?

A: He teaches that God accepts tears in place of sacrifices and that true repentance can cancel
the bond of sin.

579. Q: What lesson does Mar Aprem draw from the parable of the foolish rich man (Luke 12) in
the “Letter to Publius™?

A: He warns that trusting in earthly wealth is futile, for the soul may be required suddenly
without notice.

580. Q: At the conclusion of his “Letter to Publius,” what does Mar Aprem hope the reader will do?

A: He hopes the reader will gaze into the Gospel mirror with a discerning heart, repent, and
prepare for the final judgment.
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