Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 27 (June 8th 2025)

521. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord”, why did Christ speak humbly to Saul instead
of using the majesty of divine light?

A: Because, as Mar Aprem explains, the All-Wise Lord used humility to instruct Saul appropriately,
showing that God always chooses the right means for each situation.

522. Q: In “Homily on Our Lord”, how does Mar Aprem interpret the voice that said, "Saul, why do you
persecute me?"

A: Mar Aprem interprets this as Christ teaching Saul that he was persecuting the persecuted Master,
thus inviting Saul to join in that suffering instead of continuing his opposition.

523. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about Paul’s eyes being blinded by the light in “Homily on Our Lord™?

A: He interprets this as a lesson: Paul’s eyes failed to endure the divine light to teach him his weakness,
while the bound Christians taught him strength.

524. Q: In section XXXVIII of “Homily on Our Lord”, what is the significance of Paul’s ears remaining
unharmed while his eyes were blinded?

A: Mar Aprem sees it as a symbol: the voice of the Lord, full of humility, penetrated the ears gently,
while the light displayed divine power.

525. Q: According to “Homily on Our Lord”, what do the words "Why do you persecute me?" imply
about Christ’s method of conversion?

A: Mar Aprem teaches that Christ’s humble voice, not violence or divine power, was the effective tool
for converting Saul.

526. Q: How does Mar Aprem contrast Moses and Christ in terms of humility in “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: Moses' humility bore with a stift-necked people, but Christ, the source of Moses” humility, used His
own to redeem and instruct even persecutors like Saul.

527. Q: What does Mar Aprem claim about the Pharisee's reaction to Christ's miracles in “Homily on Our
Lord”?

A: Mar Aprem notes that although the Pharisee witnessed miracles, he remained unconverted until
humbled by Christ's gentle words.

528. Q: In “Homily on Our Lord”, how does Mar Aprem explain the sinful woman’s actions in the
Pharisee’s house?

A: He interprets her tears, kisses, and oil as offerings of repentance to the divine Physician who heals
sin.



529. Q: Why, according to “Homily on Our Lord”, does Christ allow sinners to approach Him?

A: Mar Aprem explains that Christ came down precisely to be accessible to sinners, showing divine
compassion through proximity.

530. Q: What is Mar Aprem’s interpretation of the parable of the two debtors in “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: He sees it as a lesson to the Pharisee: since God forgives freely, even the sinful woman deserves
forgiveness.

531. Q: In “Homily on Our Lord”, what does Mar Aprem say about Christ revealing hidden knowledge
through the Pharisee’s own words?

A: He asserts that Christ used the Pharisee’s lips like harp strings, making him unknowingly speak
about the sinful woman’s debts and justify her.

532. Q: What theological point does Mar Aprem make about the incarnation in “Homily on Our Lord”
section XLVII?

A: He teaches that the invisible God became visible so sinners like Zacchaeus and the sinful woman
could approach and touch Him.

533. Q: How does Mar Aprem describe Mary’s anointing of Jesus in “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: He sees it as symbolic of her choosing the “better part” and prefiguring Christ’s burial.

534. Q: According to “Homily on Our Lord”, what happened when Simeon held the Christ child in the
temple?

A: Mar Aprem says that Simeon was actually being presented to God by the child, not vice versa,
showing Christ’s divine authority.

535. Q: What dual roles does Christ receive from Simeon, according to “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: Mar Aprem teaches that Christ was given both prophecy and priesthood through Simeon.

536. Q: In “Homily on Our Lord”, how does Mar Aprem explain Christ’s walking on water?

A: He explains that Christ, who strengthened Simon’s feet on the sea, showed His divinity by
demonstrating He did not need a boat.

537. Q: What role does baptism play in Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: Mar Aprem describes baptism as a gift Christ took from John, mixing it with the Spirit to sanctify
all who are baptized.

538. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret the fig tree in “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: He equates it with Israel, saying it lacked fruit (good deeds), so the divine gifts left it and spread to
the nations.

539. Q: According to “Homily on Our Lord”, why did divine gifts return to Christ?

A: Mar Aprem says the gifts of kingship, prophecy, and priesthood, once misused by wicked rulers,
returned to their true giver, Christ.

540. Q: What is the final invitation of Christ in Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: Christ invites all to become His dwelling, as expressed in His words: “Whoever loves me, we will
come to him, and make our haven with him.”
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