Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 26 (June 15t-2025)

501. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord,” why did Jesus commend the sinful
woman over the Pharisee at the banquet?

A: Because her tears and love revealed true repentance, while the Pharisee's hospitality
lacked faith and love.

502. Q: In Mar Aprem’s view in the “Homily on Our Lord,” what did the sinful woman’s
tears and kisses symbolize?

A: They symbolized repentance and devotion, making her worthy of forgiveness, unlike
the Pharisee's superficial welcome.

503. Q: How does Mar Aprem describe Christ’s role as a physician in the “Homily on Our
Lord”?

A: Christ is the Physician who exposes hidden illness (sin) to heal it, as seen in His
response to the Pharisee's doubt.

504. Q: What lesson does Mar Aprem draw from Christ telling the parable of the two debtors?

A: That Christ used the Pharisee’s own reasoning to reveal the greatness of the sinful
woman’s love and her forgiven sins.

505. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret Israel’s idolatry in the desert as a parallel to the
Pharisee’s unbelief?

A: He shows that just as Israel lacked faith without Moses, the Pharisee lacked faith in
Christ when signs ceased.

506. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord,” why did Christ appear to ignore
the woman'’s sin initially?

A: To allow the Pharisee’s inner doubt to surface, so He could correct it with truth and
mercy.

507. Q: What is Mar Aprem’s interpretation of Jesus forgiving sins in light of accusations of
blasphemy?

A: He shows that Jesus confirmed His divinity by healing visibly after forgiving invisibly,
thus proving He is God.

508. Q: How does Mar Aprem describe Christ's strategy against His accusers in the “Homily
on Our Lord”?

A: Christ used their own reasoning to trap them, showing divine wisdom and authority.

509. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about Christ revealing hidden thoughts?



A: He claims that Christ's knowledge, like a mirror, exposed their inner reasoning,
proving His divinity.

510. Q: Why, according to Mar Aprem, did Christ use a gentle parable with Simon the
Pharisee?

A: To guide him gently without provoking resistance, revealing Christ's method of
pastoral correction.

511. Q: How does Mar Aprem describe Christ’s humility when speaking to Simon?

A: As love-laced admonition, softening mockery and evoking openness rather than
defiance.

512. Q: What theological point does Mar Aprem make about Christ’s words to Paul on the
road to Damascus?

A: That Christ used humility and light together to teach Paul both His mercy and majesty.
513. Q: How does Mar Aprem explain Paul’s physical blindness?

A: As caused by the divine light’s intensity, not by wrath, demonstrating divine
transcendence.

514. Q: What contrast does Mar Aprem make between Moses and Paul regarding divine
light?

A: Moses' eyes were sustained by divine power; Paul’s were not, showing different roles
and revelations.

515. Q: According to Mar Aprem, what purpose did Paul’s blindness serve?

A: To silence detractors and authenticate his encounter with Christ through visible
transformation.

516. Q: In the “Homily on Our Lord,” how is Christ's dual nature (human and divine)
reflected in His appearance to Paul?

A: Through the fusion of humble voice and majestic light, symbolizing His mixed nature.
517. Q: Why does Mar Aprem say God did not allow Moses or Paul to fully see His glory?
A: Because human frailty cannot endure divine brilliance without being overwhelmed.

518. Q: What lesson about divine freedom and human pride does Mar Aprem teach in Section
XXX of his “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: That man should not presume to teach God what He ought to do, for even freedom is
a gift from God's wisdom.

519. Q: Why does Mar Aprem emphasize hearing over sight in Paul’s conversion?

A: Because Christ’s persecution was no longer visible on earth, but could still be heard
and known spiritually.

520. Q: What does Mar Aprem suggest about the disciples’” proclamation and Christ’s self-
revelation to Paul?

A: That both manifested humility and exaltation, ensuring continuity between apostolic
witness and divine action.
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