Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 24 (May 18th 2025)

481. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord,” what literary form does this
work uniquely represent among Ephrem’s writings?

A: It is the only surviving example of Ephrem’s rhetorical prose, as opposed to his
more typical poetic hymns.

482. Q: How does Mar Aprem describe Christ’s descent to Sheol in “Homily on Our
Lord”?

A: He describes it as a cosmic drama in which Christ enters Sheol, frees Adam and
the imprisoned souls, and triumphs over death.

483. Q: In Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord,” how does Simon the Pharisee
symbolise Israel?

A: Simon represents Israel’s chronic unbelief and inability to perceive the divine
signs surrounding them.

484. Q: What does Mar Aprem emphasise about Christ’s speech in his “Homily on Our
Lord”?

A: He stresses that Christ's speech was always mild, even when it had dramatic
effects, such as in Paul’s blinding.

485. Q: How does Mar Aprem contrast the sinful woman with Simon the Pharisee in
“Homily on Our Lord”?

A: He portrays the woman’s faith and devotion as sincere and transformative,
while Simon is shown as spiritually blind.

486. Q: In “Homily on Our Lord,” what theme does Mar Aprem draw from Christ’s
interaction with the deaf-mute in Mark 7:32-37?

A: He links the Creator’s original power to give speech with Christ’s healing
miracles, emphasising divine continuity.



487. Q: According to “Homily on Our Lord,” what role does Christ’s resurrection play
in salvation?

A: It serves as a guarantee of liberation from Sheol and a sign of the kingdom’s
discriminating welcome of the righteous.

488. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret Christ’s dual birth in “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: He explains that Christ's divine and human births signify the need for believers
to undergo a second, spiritual rebirth.

489. Q: What does Mar Aprem mean by calling Christ the “Medicine of Life” in “Homily
on Our Lord”?

A: He uses this Syriac title to signify Christ as the healing power that defeats death
and gives life.

490. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret Christ’s victory over death in “Homily on Our
Lord”?

A: Christ defeats death by dying and then rising, causing death to vomit out all
whom it had swallowed.

491. Q: What is the significance of the cross in Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: The cross becomes a bridge from death to life, reversing the effects of the tree
of sin in Eden.

492. Q: In “Homily on Our Lord,” how are idols depicted in contrast to Christ?

A: Idols are lifeless and blind, while Christ is the mirror revealing hidden death
and the path to truth.

493. Q: What ironic reversal does Mar Aprem highlight concerning Israel’s charge
against Jesus?

A: Though Israel accused Christ of turning them from God, it was actually through
Him that they turned away from idols to the true God.

494. Q: How does Mar Aprem use the story of the golden calf in “Homily on Our Lord”?

A:He uses it to illustrate Israel’s unfaithfulness and how God’s judgment revealed
hidden idolatry.

495. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about Christ’s circumcision in “Homily on Our
Lord”?



A: He notes that although Christ was physically circumcised, He redefined true
belonging through circumcision of the heart.

496. Q: What is the theological purpose of Christ's incarnation according to Mar Aprem
in “Homily on Our Lord”?

A: Christ took on flesh to fill the deficiencies of human nature and make divine
healing accessible.

497. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret the miracle of healing the deaf-mute in “Homily
on Our Lord”?

A: He sees it as symbolic of Christ filling natural deficiency and opening spiritual
understanding.

498. Q: What is Mar Aprem’s explanation for the disciples” miraculous powers after
Christ’s resurrection?

A: He argues that their signs prove Christ is alive, refuting the claim that they stole
His corpse.

499. Q: In “Homily on Our Lord,” how is the sinful woman’s act of kissing Jesus’ feet
interpreted?

A: It is portrayed as an act of deep faith and love, bringing healing through her
repentance.

500. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s “Homily on Our Lord”, why did Christ perform
miracles with common elements like saliva or clothing?

A: To show that even common things could become instruments of divine power
and to humble the pride of unbelief.
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