Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 24 (May 18th 2025)

461. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Exodus, what does the law
concerning a man who unintentionally kills another reveal about God's will?

A: Mar Aprem interprets this law to mean that even an unintentional killing
occurs under God's will, who orchestrates the meeting between the killer and
the victim to fulfil divine justice.

462. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Exodus, what significance does he assign to the
foetus in the case of an injury to a pregnant woman?

A: Mar Aprem explains that if the foetus is not yet mature, the offender pays
compensation, but if the foetus is mature, then "a life for a life" must be
rendered.

463. Q: How does Mar Aprem, in his Commentary on Exodus, interpret the prohibition
against boiling a kid in its mother's milk?

A: He connects it to the law that a kid should stay with its mother for seven days
and be given to God on the eighth day, emphasizing reverence for divine timing
and order.

464. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Exodus, what is the theological
meaning of God’s angel bearing His name?

A: Mar Aprem interprets the angel's role as bearing divine authority because
God's name was placed upon him, signifying he occupied God's place.

465. Q: What symbolic meaning does Mar Aprem find in the blood of the covenant in
Exodus 24?

A: Mar Aprem sees the blood as a type of the Gospel, symbolizing the universal
covenant established through the death of Christ.

466. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Exodus, what do the sapphire bricks seen by
the elders symbolize?



A: The bricks recall Israel's slavery in Egypt and the sea's clear blue colour,
signifying God's deliverance and glory.

467. Q: Why did Mar Aprem believe the commandments written by God's finger were
precious to the people?

A: Because they were written directly by God, making them deeply esteemed and
sacred.

468. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about the temporal nature of the tabernacle in his
Commentary on Exodus?

A: He notes that God called it a “model” and “temporary,” signifying that it was
to be replaced by the everlasting Church, the perfect heavenly prototype.

469. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Exodus, what is the significance of God
speaking above the propitiatory?

A: Mar Aprem explains that God's voice would come between the cherubim,
addressing the high priest on the Day of Atonement.

470. Q: Why does Mar Aprem criticize the Israelites for asking Aaron to make new
gods when Moses delayed returning?

A: He emphasizes that they already had signs of God's presence —like manna,
the quail, and the cloud —mediated through Moses, making their doubt
irrational.

471. Q: How does Mar Aprem explain Aaron’s decision to make the golden calf?

A: Aaron feared being stoned like Hur, who was killed for opposing the idol; to
prevent worse outcomes, he sought to delay the people.

472. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about the Israelites giving their earrings for the
golden calf?

A: He notes that although everyone gave, only those who originated and
promoted the idolatry were made to drink the powdered calf.

473. Q: How does Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Exodus interpret God's statement to
Moses about destroying the people?

A: Mar Aprem believes God was inviting Moses to intercede, intending not to
destroy but to prepare for forgiveness and highlight Moses' role.

474. Q: Why does Mar Aprem say Moses broke the tablets upon seeing the calf?



A: Because the commandments were no longer useful to a people who had
abandoned their lawgiver for an idol.

475. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Exodus, what was the purpose of
making the people drink the calf's powder?

A: It served to punish those who had instigated the idolatry, distinguishing them
from those who participated under duress.

476. Q: How does Mar Aprem describe Joshua’'s location during the golden calf
incident?

A: Joshua was between the people and Moses —neither on the mountain nor in
the camp — highlighting his role as a mediator.

477. Q: What does Mar Aprem suggest about the role of the Levites after the calf
incident?

A: The Levites sided with Moses, executing divine judgment to restore reverence
for God's law.

478. Q: In Mar Aprem’s view, how did God’s revelation of the people’s sin to Moses
serve a greater purpose?

A: It magnified the forgiveness that followed, making Moses” intercession more
beloved and effective in the people’s eyes.

479. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about Aaron's fear when building the altar for the
golden calf?

A: He argues that Aaron feared being killed like Hur and acted to delay greater
evil, not out of idolatrous intent.

480. Q: How does Mar Aprem contrast Moses' intercession and judgment during the
golden calf event?

A: He places Moses as both intercessor on the mountain and executor of justice
below, reflecting a balance of mercy and divine law.
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