Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competitiomn

Week 21 (April 27th 2025)

401.Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why did Joseph not buy the land of the
priests in Egypt?

A: Because they received an allowance from Pharaoh and were provided for without
needing to sell their land.

402. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what did Jacob ask Joseph to
swear by before he died?

A: By the covenant of circumcision.

403. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why did Israel cross his hands when
blessing Ephraim and Manasseh?

A: To symbolize the mystery of the cross and show that the younger would surpass the
elder.

404. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, who would be called sons of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob through the blessing?

A: Ephraim and Manasseh.

405. Q: What was the reason Jacob gave Joseph a portion more than his brothers, according
to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?

A: Because Jacob had acquired it by his sword and bow.

406. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what does Reuben symbolize when Jacob
says, “You wander about like water”?

A: Instability and loss of preeminence among the tribes.

407. Q: How does Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis interpret Jacob’s curse on Simeon
and Levi?

A: As a result of their wrath and cruel revenge against the Shechemites.

408. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how was the curse on Simeon
and Levi fulfilled?

A: By their scattering among the other tribes of Israel.

409. Q: Why does Judah receive praise in Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?



A: For saving Joseph and preserving the tribes during the famine.

410. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what does “the scepter shall not depart
from Judah” ultimately refer to?

A: To Christ, the Son of David, who is the true ruler.

411. Q: What is symbolized by “He will bind his foal to the vine” in Mar Aprem’s
Commentary on Genesis?

A: Christ’s connection to the synagogue and fulfillment of prophecy.

412. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what does “washing garments
in wine” symbolize?

A: Christ bathing His flesh in His own blood.

413. Q: Who does Issachar represent in the spiritual meaning of Mar Aprem’s Commentary
on Genesis?

A: Christ, who bore the burden of the cross.

414. Q: What tribe is associated with Gideon in Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?
A: Issachar, described as a strong warrior.

415. Q: How does Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis describe Zebulun spiritually?
A: As a type of the nations dwelling by the prophets.

416. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, who is the serpent and viper on the path
representing Dan?

A: Samson, who terrified the Philistines.

417. Q: What does Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis say about Gad and the band of
robbers?

A: It symbolizes the apostles fighting the spiritual enemy.

418. Q: What spiritual interpretation does Mar Aprem give for Benjamin being a ravenous
wolf?

A: It refers to Paul, who zealously preached and converted many.

419. Q: How does Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis describe Joseph’s restraint in
power?

A: Though he had authority, his love for his brothers made his arms grow slack.

420. Q: At the end of Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what does Joseph request before
his death?

A: That his bones be brought up from Egypt to the Promised Land.
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