Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 20 (April 20t 2025)
381. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why did Abraham laugh when God

told him Sarah would bear a son?

A: Abraham laughed not out of doubt but from amazement and love for Ishmael; he had waited
25 years and marvelled that God would do such a thing for him in old age.

382. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what does Sarah’s laughter at the tent symbolise?

A: It symbolises her disbelief and fear, and she denied it, revealing the conflict between her heart
and her tongue.

383. Q: Why, according to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, was the judgment on Sodom not
revealed to Sarah?

A: So she would not grieve over her brother Lot on the same day she received joy from the

promise of a son.

384. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about the angels” appearance to Lot in Commentary on Genesis?
A: They appeared favorably even to the Sodomites, and their visit was a test, not a reward.

385. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why were the Sodomites blinded?

A: To prevent further harm and as a judgment, though they still did not learn or repent.

386. Q: What reason does Mar Aprem give in Commentary on Genesis for Lot’s daughters lying
with their father?

A: They believed all humanity had been destroyed and sought to preserve the human race.

387. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret the birth of Moab and Ammon in his Commentary on
Genesis?

A: As pardoned acts due to the daughters’ good intentions, though they remained separated from
their father thereafter.

388. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how did God protect Sarah from Abimelech?

A: By sending a dream warning and causing all women in Abimelech’s household to become
barren until Sarah was returned.

389. Q: What lesson does Mar Aprem draw from Sarah asking for Hagar and Ishmael to be cast
out?



A: That Sarah acted to preserve the promise to Isaac, showing no personal envy, only concern for
divine justice.

390. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why did God command Abraham to
heed Sarah?

A: Because Isaac was the promised heir, and Ishmael, though blessed, was not to share the
inheritance.

391. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac in his
Commentary on Genesis?

A: As showing Abraham’s perfect faith —he believed Isaac would be raised even if sacrificed.
392. Q: What does Mar Aprem say about the ram caught in the tree during the sacrifice of Isaac?
A: It prefigures Christ hanging on the wood of the Cross.

393. Q: Why did Abraham make his servant swear not to take a Canaanite wife for Isaac,
according to Mar Aprem?

A: Because the sign of circumcision, once despised, was now honoured, and the lineage had to be
preserved.

394. Q: How did Rebekah respond when asked if she would go with the servant, in Mar Aprem’s
Commentary on Genesis?

A: She agreed, understanding it was God’s will revealed through the servant’s oath and signs.
395. Q: Why did Abraham take Keturah after Sarah’s death, according to Mar Aprem?

A: To spread the knowledge of the one God through many sons across the earth.

396. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how is Esau’s sale of his birthright interpreted?
A: As showing contempt for it—he sold it not out of hunger, but because it meant nothing to him.
397. Q: What was Rebekah’s reason for helping Jacob deceive Isaac, according to Mar Aprem?
A: To ensure the blessing aligned with God’s will that the elder serve the younger.

398. Q: How does Mar Aprem explain Jacob’s dream of the ladder?

A: As a revelation of divine protection, showing angels guarding him even in sleep.

399. Q: What did the rock anointed with oil symbolize in Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?
A: The mystery of Christ and the Church.

400. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what justified Tamar’s actions with
Judah?

A: Her desire for the blessing in ]udah’]s line and her faith in God’s hidden plan for the Hebrews.
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