Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 19 (April 13th 2025)

361. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why did Lamech kill Cain
and his son?

A: Lamech feared that the shame of Cain would persist through his son, so he killed
both to erase the memory of Cain from their generations.

362. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what was the significance of the
daughters of Cain adorning themselves?

A: They adorned themselves to entice the sons of Seth, leading to intermarriage and
the corruption of the Sethite line.

363. Q: How does Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis describe Noah's preservation of
virginity?
A:Noah preserved his virginity for 500 years, even while surrounded by widespread

corruption.

364. Q: Who are the "sons of God" and "daughters of men" in Mar Aprem’s Commentary
on Genesis?

A: The sons of God are the Sethites, and the daughters of men are the Cainites.

365. Q: Why did God limit human lifespan to 120 years according to Mar Aprem’s
Commentary on Genesis?

A: To allow time for repentance, because humans had become corrupt and sinful.

366. Q: What visible sign did God use to persuade people of the coming flood, according
to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?

A: The peaceful gathering of animals from all directions into Noah’s ark.

367. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how long did Noah and those with him
stay in the ark?

A: 365 days, one full lunar year.

368. Q: What did God smell in Noah’s burnt offering, according to Mar Aprem’s
Commentary on Genesis?

A: The simplicity of heart with which Noah made the offering.

369. Q: What command did God give concerning eating meat after the flood, as noted in
Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?

A: Humans must not eat flesh with its life, i.e., with its blood.

370. Q: Who was cursed by Noah and why, in Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?



A: Canaan was cursed for mocking Noah, though some say it was due to his later
deserving of punishment.

371. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how many nations descended
from Noah’s sons?

A: Seventy-two nations in total.
372. Q: Who was Nimrod, and why is he praised in Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?

A: Nimrod was a mighty hunter and ruler who scattered the builders of Babel and
was praised for fulfilling God's will.

373. Q: How does Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis explain the confusion of
languages at Babel?

A: God confused their tongues to disrupt their vainglorious unity and to prevent
further rebellion.

374. Q: What was unique about Melchizedek according to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on
Genesis?

A: Melchizedek was Shem, both a king and priest, and received tithes from Abraham.

375. Q: Why did Sarah suggest Abraham take Hagar, according to Mar Aprem’s
Commentary on Genesis?

A: So that Sarah might be comforted by a child through Hagar, her maid.

376. Q: What did the angel tell Hagar about her son in Mar Aprem’s Commentary on
Genesis?

A: He would be a wild ass of a man, dwelling in the wilderness and in conflict with
all.

377. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why was Abraham’s faith
considered righteous?

A: He believed God's promise of countless descendants through Sarah despite her
barrenness.

378. Q: What did Abraham’s sacrificial animals represent in Mar Aprem’s Commentary on
Genesis?

A: The three-year-old animals symbolized kings, priests, and prophets; the
undivided bird represented unity.

379. Q: Why did Abraham not doubt God’s promise of land, as explained in Mar Aprem’s
Commentary on Genesis?

A:He asked how, not if, the land would be given, seeking clarity rather than doubting
the promise.

380. Q: What covenant did God make after the flood, according to Mar Aprem’s
Commentary on Genesis?

A: God promised never again to destroy all flesh with a flood and set a rainbow as a
sign.
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