Year of Spirituality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 18 (April 6th 2025)

341. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why was Cain’s offering rejected
by God?

A: Cain’s offering was rejected because he brought it with negligence, without love for
God, and without offering the best of his produce.

342. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what did Abel do differently from Cain
when making his offering?

A: Abel offered the choicest of his firstborn flock and their fat portions,
demonstrating his sincerity and reverence for God.

343. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what did God intend to teach
Cain by rejecting his offering?

A: God rejected Cain’s offering to teach him how to make a proper and acceptable
offering.

344. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how did Cain react to God rejecting his
offering?

A: Cain became angry and his face turned gloomy because Abel’s offering was
accepted while his was rejected.

345. Q: What does Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis say about the role of fire in
distinguishing the offerings of Cain and Abel?

A: Fire came down from heaven and consumed Abel’s offering but did not touch
Cain’s, revealing God’s judgment.

346. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how did Cain’s family react to the rejection
of his offering?

A: Cain’s parents and sisters laughed at him when they saw his offering rejected.

347. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what did God tell Cain when
he became angry?

A: God asked Cain why he was angry and told him that if he did well, his offering
would be accepted.

348. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what does the phrase “sin is couching at
the door” mean?

A: It means that sin was waiting to dominate Cain if he did not correct his ways.



349. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, where did Cain take Abel before
killing him?

A: Cain led Abel to a field, either from a mountain near Paradise or from a grazing
area.

350. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how did Cain try to deceive his parents
after killing Abel?

A: He told them that Abel had entered Paradise because he was pleasing to God.

351. Q: What did God first say to Cain after he killed Abel, according to Mar Aprem’s
Commentary on Genesis?

A: God asked Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”

352. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how did God give Cain a chance
to repent after Abel’s murder?

A: God appeared to Cain with kindness, hoping he would confess and repent.

353. Q: What was Cain’s response when God asked him about Abel’s whereabouts in Mar
Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis?

A: Cain angrily replied, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

354. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why did God curse Cain after Abel’s
murder?

A: Cain was cursed because he grieved his parents, shed innocent blood, and opened
the gate of Sheol.

355. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what punishment did God give
Cain?

A: Cain was cursed to be a wanderer on the earth, and the land would no longer yield
its strength to him.

356. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how did Cain react to his punishment?

A: He said, “My offense is greater than I can bear,” not out of repentance but out of
fear.

357. Q: Why did God place a sign on Cain, according to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on
Genesis?

A: To prevent others from killing him and to prolong his punishment for seven
generations.

358. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what does the land of Nod represent?
A: It was the land where Cain wandered in fear and trembling after being cursed.

359. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why did Cain’s descendants not
intermarry with the sons of Seth?

A: The sons of Seth avoided Cain’s descendants due to his reproach and fear of divine
punishment.

360. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how long did Cain live after his
punishment?

A: Cain lived until the seventh generation, as was decreed by God.
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