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281. Q: What is the main question that Aphrahat seeks to answer in “The Demonstration on the
Cluster of Grapes”?

A: Aphrahat addresses whether the just and the upright would always be found on the earth
and why their prayers are sometimes heard and sometimes not.

282. Q: According to “The Demonstration on the Cluster of Grapes,” why does God allow both the
good and the wicked to exist?

A: God provides for both the good and the wicked, and the presence of the righteous
prevents God'’s overflowing wrath from consuming the wicked.

283. Q: In “The Demonstration on the Cluster of Grapes,” what biblical example does Aphrahat
give to show that even Jesus’ prayers were not always answered?

A: Aphrahat mentions that Jesus” prayer during his suffering was not heard, illustrating that
even the righteous sometimes face unanswered prayers.

284. Q: What does Aphrahat compare to the just in “The Demonstration on the Cluster of Grapes”?
A: Aphrahat compares the just to “the grape in the cluster,” preserved to prevent destruction.

285. Q: According to “The Demonstration on the Cluster of Grapes,” what role do the play in the
world?

A: The just act as the “salt of the earth,” preventing corruption and destruction.

286. Q: In “The Demonstration on the Cluster of Grapes,” what does Aphrahat say about the
transmission of the blessing from Adam onward?

A: The blessing was preserved through righteous men such as Seth, Noah, and Abraham,
despite human sin.

287. Q: What significant event does Aphrahat mention regarding the transmission of the blessing
to the Gentiles?

A: Aphrahat states that the blessing travelled from Jesus to the Gentiles after the Jews rejected
him.

288. Q: How does Aphrahat use the analogy of a vineyard to describe the preservation of the
righteous?

A: He compares the righteous to grapes in a cluster, which are kept intact because of the
blessing within them.

289. Q: According to “The Demonstration on the Cluster of Grapes,” why were the prayers of great
prophets like Moses and Samuel sometimes not heard?

A: Their unanswered prayers served as a lesson that even the righteous are sometimes denied
in order to correct and refine them.



290. Q: In “The Demonstration on the Cluster of Grapes,” what does Aphrahat say about the
resurrection and Christ’s role in it?

A: Aphrahat states that Christ’s resurrection is the beginning of humanity’s resurrection,
confirming the promise that believers will be with him.

291. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how does he describe the creation of
light on the first day?

A: Mar Aprem explains that God created light before the sun, moon, and stars to demonstrate
that light is not dependent on these celestial bodies but rather on God’s command.

292. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what reason does he give for Adam naming the
animals?

A: Mar Aprem states that Adam named the animals to show his dominion over them and his
wisdom, which was given by God.

293. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret the “deep sleep” that fell upon Adam in Commentary on
Genesis?

A: He interprets it as a divine mystery, symbolizing that the creation of Eve was entirely
God’s work and prefiguring Christ’s side being pierced to give life to the Church.

294. Q: In Commentary on Genesis, how does Mar Aprem explain the serpent’s role in the fall of
man?

A: He describes the serpent as an instrument of Satan, who used it to deceive Eve by twisting
God’s words and sowing doubt.

295. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, what does the curse on Cain signify?

A: The curse on Cain signifies divine justice and the consequence of shedding innocent blood,
making him a restless wanderer on the earth.

296. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how is Noah's righteousness described?

A: Mar Aprem highlights Noah’s obedience and faith, stating that he stood apart from the
corruption of his generation and followed God’s commands fully.

297. Q: How does Mar Aprem interpret the Tower of Babel event in Commentary on Genesis?

A: He sees it as an example of human pride and rebellion against God, leading to the
confusion of languages as a corrective punishment.

298. Q: What is Mar Aprem’s explanation of God’s covenant with Abraham in Commentary on
Genesis?

A: He explains it as a divine promise of blessing and faithfulness, ensuring that Abraham’s
descendants would inherit the land and become a great nation.

299. Q: In Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, how does he interpret the sacrifice of Isaac?

A: He views it as a test of Abraham’s faith and a foreshadowing of Christ’s sacrifice, where
God provides a substitute.

300. Q: According to Mar Aprem’s Commentary on Genesis, why did Joseph’s brothers fail to
recognize him in Egypt?

A: He explains that divine providence played a role, and their perception was clouded by
guilt and the unexpected transformation of Joseph's status.
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