Year of Spirituaality
Eparchial Quiz Competition

Week 12 (February 2314-2025)

221. Q: According to Aphrahat’s The Demonstration on the Messiah who is the Son of God, why
do the Jews criticize the Church regarding Jesus?

A: The Jews criticize the Church because they claim that Christians worship and serve a
man who was crucified, calling him God, despite God declaring that there is no other God
besides Him.

222. Q: In Aphrahat’s The Demonstration on the Messiah who is the Son of God, what examples
does he give to show that God has applied divine titles to human beings?

A: Aphrahat cites examples such as God calling Moses “a god to Pharaoh” (Ex. 7:1) and
referring to Israel as “my firstborn son” (Ex. 4:22).

223. Q: According to Aphrahat’s The Demonstration on the Messiah who is the Son of God,
what is the significance of Jesus being called the "Son of God'"?

A: Aphrahat argues that just as Israel and Solomon were called "sons" by God, Jesus is
rightfully called the Son of God, emphasizing his divine role and pre-existence.

224. Q: In Aphrahat’s The Demonstration on the Messiah who is the Son of God, how does he
defend the worship of Jesus?

A: He argues that if people honour and do obeisance to earthly rulers, even wicked ones,
it is even more appropriate to worship Jesus, through whom people know God.

225. Q: How does Aphrahat in The Demonstration on the Messiah who is the Son of God use
Daniel’s prophecy to support his argument?

A: He refers to Daniel 9:26-27, which states that the Messiah will come, be killed, and that
Jerusalem will be destroyed, proving that the Messiah has already come.

226. Q: What Old Testament prophecy does Aphrahat cite in The Demonstration on the
Messiah who is the Son of God to show that the Messiah would suffer?

A: He quotes Isaiah 53:5, which says, “He shall be slain on account of our sins; he shall be
humbled for our iniquity.”
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227. Q: According to Aphrahat’s The Demonstration on the Messiah who is the Son of God, how
does Psalm 22:16-19 relate to Jesus?

A: He interprets the passage, “They pierced my hands and my feet,” as a prophecy of
Jesus’ crucifixion, which was fulfilled in his suffering.

228. Q: In Aphrahat’s The Demonstration on the Messiah who is the Son of God, how does he
argue that the Messiah has already come?

A: He states that the destruction of Jerusalem, as prophesied by Daniel, occurred after the
Messiah came and was killed, proving Jesus was the Messiah.

229. Q: How does Aphrahat in The Demonstration on the Messiah who is the Son of God
respond to the claim that the Messiah has not yet come?

A: He argues that the prophets foretold the Messiah’s suffering and the destruction of
Jerusalem, both of which have already happened, proving Jesus is the Messiah.

230. Q: What Christological titles does Aphrahat list in The Demonstration on the Messiah
who is the Son of God?

A: He calls Jesus God, Son of God, King, Firstborn, Shepherd, Way, Light, Vine, Door, and
many other names that signify his divine and salvific role.

231. Q: According to Aphrahat's The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and
Continence, why do the Jews criticize Christians regarding marriage?

A: The Jews argue that Christians violate God's command by not marrying and
procreating, rejecting the blessing given to Adam, Noah, and Abraham.

232. Q: In Aphrahat’s The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and Continence, how
does he respond to the Jewish argument that procreation is a divine command?

A: He argues that while God initially commanded procreation, many generations became
corrupt, and God found greater favour in the obedience of a few righteous individuals.

233. Q: According to Aphrahat’s The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and
Continence, why was Israel commanded to abstain from marital relations before receiving
God's revelation?

A: God commanded Israel to sanctify themselves for three days and not approach a
woman before receiving the Law, showing that continence was necessary for holiness (Ex.
19:10-15).

234. Q: In Aphrahat’s The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and Continence, how
does he argue that virginity is superior to marriage?



A: He compares it to creation, stating that while both are good, some things are better than
others —just as heaven is better than earth and light is better than darkness, virginity is
better than marriage.

235. Q: What Old Testament figures does Aphrahat cite in The Demonstration against the
Jews on Virginity and Continence as examples of celibacy?

A: He cites Moses, Joshua, Eljjah, Elisha, and Jeremiah as men who remained celibate and
were greatly honoured by God.

236. Q: According to Aphrahat's The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and
Continence, how does the example of Gehazi support his argument?

A: Gehazi, the disciple of Elisha, desired worldly possessions, leading to his punishment
with Naaman’'s leprosy, showing the dangers of worldly attachments (2 Kgs. 5:26-27).

237. Q: In Aphrahat’s The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and Continence, how
does he interpret Genesis 2:24 (“A man shall leave his father and mother and cling to his
wife”)?

A: He explains that before marriage, a man loves God his Father and the Holy Spirit his
Mother, but after marriage, his mind becomes occupied with worldly concerns.

238. Q: How does Aphrahat in The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and Continence
use the example of David to highlight the dangers of marriage?

A: He argues that David was righteous in his youth but fell into sin because of his passion
for Bathsheba, breaking three commandments (Ex. 20:13-14,17).

239. Q: According to Aphrahat's The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and
Continence, why does he consider the celibate life a great gift?

A: He states that it is a voluntary and superior way of life that cannot be regained once
lost and brings a person closer to the likeness of the heavenly Watchers.

240. Q: How does Aphrahat conclude The Demonstration against the Jews on Virginity and
Continence?

A: He urges Christians to defend virginity against Jewish criticisms, emphasizing its
spiritual power and the great reward it brings in heaven.
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