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Week 10 (February 18 2024)

1) What is the highlight of the prayer Laku Mara in the East Syriac liturgy?
The hymn highlights M shiha s salvific and redemptive act and it glorifies him as the
Resuscitator.

2) What is the significance of the concluding expression 'Lord of all' in the prayers of the East
Syriac Qurbana?
The expression underscores the universal Lordship of M shiha.

3) What does the expression Laku Mara signify in relation to M'shiha?
The Laku Mara denotes the trans-historical Lordship and universal significance of M'shiha

4) What is the central theme of the Mar Addai and Mar Mari Anaphora?
It is the affirmation of M'shiha as the mediator of salvation.

5) What is the focus of 3rd G’hantha of the Anaphora of Mar Nesthorius?
Anaphora of Mar Nestorius emphasises a descending Christology which discusses M'shiha's
self-emptying.

6) How does the East Syrian Liturgical Prayer’s affirmation of both a rational and immortal
soul, along with a mortal body, contradict the Apollinarian view and respond to docetism
regarding M'shiha's nature?

The prayer explicitly rejects Apollinarianism by maintaining that the Word did not replace the
rational part of M'shiha's soul. Additionally, it addresses docetism by emphasizing the reality
of M'shiha's mortal body, aligning with the perspective of Syriac Fathers like Mar Aphrahat
and Mar Aprem, who believe salvation originates from M'shiha's human body.

7) Why is Sunnahadose of Chalcedon (451) considered acceptable to the East Syriac Church?
Because the Christology of the Sunnahadose of Chalcedon aligns with Christological beliefs
of East Syriac Church.
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8) What was the significance of the Sunnahadose of Chalcedon in addressing the question of
the duality in M'shiha according to the Synodicon Orientale?

The Sunnahadose of Chalcedon emphasized the duality in M'shiha's natures, a concern shared
by Antiochenes and Persians. Despite holding M'shiha as one, the Son of Alaha, they
struggled with the explanation of duality through concepts like 'natural' and 'hypostatic union'
influenced by figures like Mar Theodore of Mopsuestia.

9) Why did the East Syriac Church express discontent with the term 'one hypostasis' of
Sunnahadose of Chalcedon?

The East Syriac Church objected to the use of 'one hypostasis' as they perceived hypostasis as
an individual nature (Qnoma), while the term implies one person in its definition, leading to a
lack of clarity in the terminologies used.

10) What was the main foundation for the ecclesiological reflections of the early Syriac
Fathers, frequently expressed through typological and symbolical language?

The primary source for the ecclesiological meditations of the early Syriac Fathers is the
Scripture.

11) What is typology in early Christian practices, particularly among Jewish Christians, and
how does it involve reading the Old Testament?

The focus of typology is not only on Alaha's historical intervention in Israel but on
uncovering a hidden mystery (raza). This mystery, is believed to be fulfilled in the Christ
event or within the mystery of the Church, and it is graspable only through the eyes of faith.

12) What theological presupposition do the Fathers, particularly Mar Aphrahat and Mar
Aprem, hold when reading the Old Testament, aiming to find connections to M'shiha and the
Church?

The theological presupposition is that the same Alaha guided the original events in the Old
Testament for subsequent revelation, inspired the Old Testament writers for future instruction,
guided the events of M'shiha's life and the Church, and inspired the New Testament writers to
emphasize the unity of Alaha's dispensation.

13) How does Mar Aphrahat beautifully express presupposition in his demonstration IV,
specifically in relation to Patriarch Yacov's (Son of Isac) prayer?

Mar Aphrahat eloquently expresses presupposition by highlighting in his demonstration IV
the 'mystery' [raza] of the calling of the Gentiles through Patriarch Yacov's prayer.

14) What challenges are involved in tracing and interpreting biblical types and symbols
applied to the Church by early Syriac writers like Mar Aphrahat and Mar Aprem?

Both Mar Aphrahat and Mar Aprem faced challenges in revealing inherited traditions of
midrashic exegesis and symbolism. The biblical titles they use offer insights into the early
Syriac Church's consciousness of nature of Church which is distinct from the modern concept
of 'ecclesiology.'

15) Where do we find the monastic life, and why is it sometimes referred to as "proto



monasticism"?

Scholars highlight that the informal beginnings of monastic life trace back to Syriac
Christianity, commonly known as "proto monasticism."

16) What is the ecclesiological significance of the term 'qyama' in Mar Aphrahat's
Demonstration V?

In Mar Aphrahat's writings 'qyama’' denotes a clear ecclesiological meaning, highlighting that
the entirety of Alaha's qyama is free from the influence or burden imposed by kings and
princes.

17) What role do the Kahnas play in Demonstration VII?
In Demonstration VII, the Kahnas convene the entire qyama during Mammodisa ceremonies.

18) In Carmina Nisibena, how does Mar Aprem connect the term qyama with ecclesiological
concepts, and what does E. Beck propose about the relationship between qyama and the
Church?

Mar Aprem draws a parallel between the terms qyama and 'church,' suggesting an implicit
ecclesiological significance. E. Beck proposes that in this context, qyama may signify the
‘elite church' or the 'church within the Church'.

19) How does Mar Aphrahat perceive Christian freedom?
Mar Aphrahat views Christian freedom as the paramount gift granted to those who unite with
the Church.

20) Do we find any reference regarding the Church's role in the early Syriac sources when
discussing the divine dispensation?

In the early Syriac sources, profound beliefs about the Church's significance are revealed,
whether explicitly or implicitly, while delving into discussions on the divine dispensation.
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