
 

 

1. What is theology? 

Theology is the presentation of the divine Raze (Mysteries) in a manner comprehensible to 

the human intellect. 

2. What is the relevance of East Syriac Theology? 

East Syric tradition is the continuation of the Judeo-Christian movement of the 

Sleehe(Apostles). It is significant to observe that, the Church was born in the Aramaic and 

Semitic context of Orshlem. The thought forms, the imageries and the religious vocabulary 

used in the New Testament are all Semitic and the Syriac writings are steeped in Biblical 

Tradition and they preserve for us the authentic primitive spirituality of the times of Shlihe. 

3 Which theological school had a significant influence on East Syriac Christianity? 

Theological school of Nisbis ( Nissivin) 

4 Who was the founder of the Theological school of Nisbis ? 

Bishop Mar Yakkob of Nissivin ( Jacob of Nisbis) (325AD) 

5 Who was the first director of the School of Nissivin? 

Mar Aprem. 

6 What was the term used for the Director of the theological school?  

Ramban 

7. Which ancient literature says about the destruction of the School of Nissivin? 

Nissivin Hymns of Mar Aprem.(carmina Nisibena) 

8. Where did Mar Aprem move to when the school of Nisbis was destroyed? 

School of Edessa 
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9. What was the original name of Edessa? 

Urha. 

10. Who succeeded Mar Aprem as the Ramban of the School of Edessa? 

Mar Narsai (AD 437) 

11. Who was the Indian Christian in the school of Nisbis who helped Mar Komai to translate 

Epistle to the Romans from Greek to Syriac? 

Daniel the Indian (5th century) 

12. Which period of the East Syriac Church was famous for being purely Judeo-Christian (un 

Hellenised )? 

Before AD 400 

13. Who were the main fathers of east Syriac Christianity in its pure Semitic characteristics?  

Mar Afrahat and Mar Aprem 

14. What is the uniqueness of East Syriac theology? 

The Semitic and Biblical characteristics. 

15. What is the main difference in the theological approach of Greek and Syriac traditions? 

Greek is philosophical and analytical while the Syriac approach is symbolic and Synthetic 

16. Who were the Theological guides for Mar Narsai? 

Mar Diodorus and Mar Theodorus of Mopsuestia. 

17. Who succeeded Mar Narsai as the head of the School of Nissivin? 

Mat Awraham bes Ramban. 

18. Who was the director of the School of Nissivin post A. D.  571? 

Mar Henana  

19. What was the duration of regular courses at the School of Nissivin? 

3 years. 

20. Which was the honour (privilege ) given to Ramban of the School of Nissivin?  

 M'pasqana, the commentator of the Sacred Scripture. 
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