
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the main theme of the Funeral Service in the East Syriac tradition? 

The hope of Resurrection and Life Everlasting. 

  

2. Which East Syriac father is considered to have given a detailed commentary on the Funeral 

Service? 

Mar Giwargis of Arbela. 

  

3. Which homily of Mar Narsai references the Rāzē of Death and the Rite of the Nazrani 

faithful? 

17th Homily. 

  

4. What does Mar Geevarghese of Arbela say about the indispensability of the Kasheesha for 

burying the dead? 

"Without a Kahna the dead are not laid to rest; nor do they let the dead down into the grave 

without the Kahna." 

  

5. What information does the Acts of Thomas give about a Christian Burial? 

It narrates the death and burial of the Apostle. 

  

6. What information does the Acts of Thomas give about the rituals associated with a 

Christian Burial? 

The text clearly testifies the various rituals connected to the burial: the clothing, vigil and 

Eucharistic celebration. Even after the burial, the tomb is visited. In the case of Yuda Thoma 

(Mar Thoma Sliha), his tomb is venerated as holy and his bones and even dust are revered as 

relics. 

  

7. In the early Church, where were the martyrs (saints) buried? 

     Inside the Church. 

  

8. According to the Sunahadose (The Synods) of Mar Awa I and Mar Giwargis Casolikka, 
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  denied a Christian Burial? 

 Those who were living in unlawful marital relationships without repentance. 

  

  

9. How does Mar Giwargis of Arbela explain the Rite of Burial? 

      In a mystagogical dimension. 

  

10. According to Mar Giwargis of Arbela, where should we keep the Holy Sleeva for a 

departed person? 

     At the head side. 

  

11. Why does Mar Giwargis of Arbela say that the Holy Sleeva should be placed at the head 

of the deceased? 

Because the Holy Sleeva symbolises Maran Isho M'shiha who is the head of the Church. 

And the Holy Sleeva raises the deceased one. 

  

12. Which are the three places where various stages of the service for the dead take place in 

the East Syriac tradition? 

    At the house, in the Church and at the tomb. 

  

13. What does Mar Isho Yahb IV say about the absence of ‘Awoon d'washmayya’(Our Father 

in Heaven) in the     

     Liturgy for the Dead? 

A dead man who passes away returns to the Earth whence he was formed. He does not recite 

prayers nor does he hallow the name of his God, nor can he praise his Lord and magnify His 

kingdom. God's will has been fulfilled for him because he returned to his dust and he does 

not need any sustenance or food. He is delivered from the harms of evil and those who pray 

for him ask that he may be accepted by the Lord and acquire confidence before Him and his 

sins may be forgiven. 

  

14. What does Mar Abdiso bar Brika, Metropolitan of Nisibis (1290-1318), say about the 

rites associated with   

       the service for the dead in the Nomocanon composed in ca. 1280? 

He prescribes that for the lay people and priests the whole body should be washed whereas 

for monks and bishops only the head, hands and feet need to be washed. 

  

15. According to Mar AbdIsho, which are the days of commemoration for the departed ones? 

      On day 3, 9, 13 and on the death anniversary. 

  

16. Why are saints commemorated on their days of death? 

        Because it is the day of their entry into eternal life. 

  

17. Which is the day observed in remembrance of all the departed in the East Syriac 



tradition? 

       Last Friday of Denha. 

  

18. What is the name of the last Friday of Denha? 

       Aroov'tha d'Anneedhe. 

  

19. What is the main theme of priestly prayers for the departed in the East Syriac tradition? 

It is full of thanksgiving for the manifold of things that Alaha did for the departed person. 

  

20. What does Mar Timothy II say about the lack of the Lord's Prayer in the burial service? 

The petitions in the Lord's Prayer are irrelevant to the departed. He does not require some of 

the favours asked for in the Lord's Prayer. He does not require any more daily bread nor to be 

delivered from the evil one. The prayers that they need are satisfied by the Psalms such as, 

'Lord, God of my salvation..." and onyātās. 
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