
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the meaning of the word Malka? 

King. 

 

2. What is the Malka in the East Syriac Church? 

It is the Holy Leaven/ Fermentum used in the baking of the Eucharistic Bread. 

 

3. What is the unique feature of the Holy Leaven in the East Syriac Church compared to other 

Eastern Churches? 

The Holy Malka is considered as one of the Rāzē in the East Syriac tradition. 

 

4. Who is the Shliha mostly associated with the Malka in the East Syriac tradition? 

Mar Yohannan Shliha. 

 

5. What does Mar Aprem teach about the Holy Leaven? 

The Holy Leaven in the Eucharistic Bread is the symbol of the "Life and Soul" of Isho 

M'shiha. 

 

6. What is the Bukra? 

It is the name given to the Eucharistic Bread used in the Holy Qurbana. 

 

7. What does the word Bukra mean? 

Firstborn. 

 

8. What does the Bukra represent? 

Our Lord, the firstborn. 

 

9. According to the East Syriac tradition how much bread is used in the Holy Qurbana? 

For each Qurbana, generally, a single loaf of bread is used. The Celebrant and congregation 

receives communion from the same bread. If extra bread has to be used, it should be in odd 

numbers only. 
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10. What is the meaning of the word Purshana? 

Separated one. 

 

11. What is the Purshana? 

It is the bread which is used as the principal bread in the case of a multiple number of bread 

being used. 

 

12. What is the meaning of the word Lahma? 

Leavened Bread or simply Bread. 

 

13. What is the meaning of the word Patheeraa? 

Unleavened bread. 

 

14. What is the difference in the Eucharistic fermentum used in the East Syriac Church and 

the West Syriac Church? 

In the East Syriac Church, the Holy Leaven is preserved as a dry powder whereas in the West 

Syriac Church, it is preserved as a moist mass. 

 

15. What is the synonym used for Malka in the East Syriac Church? 

The Coal. 

 

16. What is the meaning of the word H'meera? 

It means fermentum. It is used to denote Holy Leaven. 

 

17. Which are the two rites associated with the Holy Leaven? 

Its addition to the sacramental bread before it is baked and the annual renewal of the Holy 

Leaven. 

 

18. Which are the Salvational Events associated with the origin of the Holy Leaven according 

to the East Syriac tradition? 

The Mamodeesa, Pesaha and Crucifixion of Maran Isho M'shiha and the first Holy Qurbana 

celebrated by the Shlihe after the Resurrection of Isho. 

 

19. Despite not having any fermenting properties, why is the Holy Malka called the Holy 

Leaven? 

To indicate its continuity since the Apostolic times. 

 

20. Which is the other "Leaven" in the East Syriac Church apart from the Holy Malka? 

Holy Zaith (Holy Oil for Anointment of Mamoodeesa). 
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