
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) According to the Liturgical tradition of the East Syriac Church, when did Isho M'shiha 

betroth the Church? 

It took place in the river Yorddnan (Jordan) during the Mamoodeesa of Isho. 

2) Through which door do the spouses enter the church for the marriage? 

The spouses enter the Church through the Southern door. 

3) Which side does the bride stand on during the celebration? 

The bride stands on the right hand of the bridegroom during the celebration. 

4) Where does the tradition of the bride standing at the right hand of the bridegroom during  

the celebration come from? 

The Old Testament (Jewish). 

5) What is the biblical background of the bride standing at the right hand of the bridegroom 

during the celebration? 

“Daughters of kings are among your ladies of honour; at your right-hand stands the queen.” 

(Psalm 45:9) 

6) What symbolism does the bride standing at the bridegroom's right-hand side during the 

celebration hold? 

From the side of Isho, the second Hawwa (the Church) was born. We find this through Mar 

Aprem’s symbolic interpretation of the piercing of Isho’s side where blood and water flowed. 

The water symbolises Mamoodeesa while the blood is a symbol of the Holy Qurbana. He 

also says that Isho’s right hand sustains the Church and protects it. 

7) What is the first rite of marriage in the Church? 

The Exhortation of the Kahna and the Exchange of Vows. 
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8) Why does the introductory rite of the wedding not begin with Awoon d'vashmayya (Our 

Father in Heaven)? 

The Betrothal and Wedding together is a single celebration. The Liturgy of the Betrothal ends 

with Awoon d’vashmayya. So, there is no need for a repetition. 

9) What is the rite which follows the Introductory Rite? 

    Blessing of the Kasa (Chalice). 

10) When does the Kahna pour water in the wine of Kasa? 

       During the first Onisa. 

11) What does adding water to the wine symbolise? 

Drops of water are added to the Kasa as a symbol of the communion of the spouses, shared 

by wife and husband. 

12) What is the main theme of the first Onisa? 

The hymn highlights the theme of the Church as the bride. The messianic announcement of 

the restoration of Israel (= becoming the new Israel) is applied to the Church and is developed 

in reference to the passion of M’shiha. 

13) From where did the Church of the East adopt wine in the rite of marriage? 

The Old Testament (Jewish tradition). 

14) What is added into the Kasa? 

The ring that is going to be worn by the bride, the Holy Sleeva that is going to be worn by the 

groom and the H'nana. 

15) How many rings are blessed in the rite of marriage? 

One (the ring that is going to be worn by the bride). The groom doesn't have a rite of blessing 

of the ring. 

16) What does the ring symbolise? 

The ring has been a symbol of faithfulness from the earliest of Biblical times. It is the sign of 

the covenant between the spouses. This alludes to the covenant of Alahaa with Israel where 

the bridegroom took the initiative. It is the symbol of the bond of love and peace that unites 

the spouses and accomplishes the truth of the promise of the spouses. 

17) What does the Holy Sleeva in the Rite of Marriage symbolise according to Mar Timothy? 

"The Holy Sleeva is the pledge that bestows the heavenly blessings of the Kingdom. It is 

placed in the Kasa as a living witness, that by its holiness it may complete the intention at 

hand and to be a sponsor of these things which are required, so that they may be completed 

well.” 

18) What does H'nana which is added to the Kasa represent? 



It represents the communion with the saints. “Alahaa has worked all things towards us in 

mercy and compassion". 

19) Who gives the Kasa to the bride and groom? 

     M'shamshana. 

20) How do the bride and groom drink from the chalice? 

Two thirds are given to the groom and one third to the bride. 
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