
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. In earlier times, where was the venue of the marriage and who used to give the blessings? 

In earlier times, marriage was a social celebration and the head of the family used to give 

blessings to the new couple. 

 

2. What were the two celebrations of marriage at the time of Mar Aprem? 

M'kuraya (betrothal) which means the engagement between a man and woman to become 

husband and wife and the H'lolaa (banquet or wedding), followed by the establishment of 

common life between them. 

 

3. Which are the Jewish traditions parallel to M'kuraya and H'lolaa of the East Syriac 

marriage? 

They correspond to the two traditions of Jewish marriage: qiddusin or erusin and nissu'in, of 

the marriage of Yawsep and Maryam. 

 

4. What does Mar Narsai in his 17th homily say about the Kahna in the Raza of Marriage? 

Without a Kahna a woman cannot be married to a man; without him, a wedding cannot be 

done. 

 

5. Who was the first East Syriac Catholicose to give clear instructions on the Raza of 

Marriage? 

Mar Awa the Great (544 AD). 

 

6. What does Mar Awa say against polygamy and consanguinity (marriage with a niece, an 

aunt, a godmother or a sister-in-law)? 

Those rebels will be excluded of the Sacraments, of ecclesial communion and of religious 

burial. 
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7. What does Mar Isho Yahb I say about marriage in Canon 13 of his Sunnahadose (585 

AD)? 

The aim of marriage is progeny; its climax is love according to the spirit of the Gospel and in 

the respect to the laws proper to marriage. 

 

8. What is the contribution of Mar Ezekiel, as per Canon 7 of his Sunnahadose (576 AD)? 

He did not find it necessary to add a new norm but demanded to follow the norms established 

by the fathers and the Synods. 

 

 

 

9. What does Canon 13 of the Sunnahadose of Mar Giwargis I (676 AD) convened in Qatar 

say about the conditions of East Syriac marriage? 

It says 'that it is not permitted for a woman to be united to a man without the agreement of 

her parents, nor without the intervention of the Holy Sleeva and of the Kahna who blesses'. 

 

10. What is considered to be the first instance when the Church claimed the right to declare a 

marriage without priestly blessing as null? 

The Sunnahadose of Mar Giwargis I (676 AD) convened in Qatar. 

 

11. Who is the East Syriac Father who speaks about the importance of a solemn celebration 

of Liturgy in marriage? 

Mar Isho'bokht (8th century) in the ‘Book of Judgements’. 

 

12. Which is the first East Syriac source which says about the exchange of rings in the 

betrothal? 

Mar Isho'bokht (8th Century) in the ‘Book of Judgements’. 

 

13. What does Mar Isho Bokth say about priestly blessing in marriage? 

"What the priest has blessed, we believe that it is blessed by Alaha." 

 

14. What are the two elements of the East Syriac marriage as per Mar Isho Bokth? 

The Contract of the Engaged and the Conjugal Communion (Shawthapusa), the latter is holy 

only if blessed by the Kahna. 

 

15. What does Mar Timothy I Cathtolicose comment about the East Syriac Marriage? 

He comments about the solemn celebration of the M'kuraya (betrothal).  

 

16. What does Mar Thimothy I Catholicose say about the covenant of betrothal? 

The betrothal is a solemn covenant unto death, is established through the mediation of the 

Kahna, M'shamshana (or the bishop) and at least three Christian faithful. For the validity of 

the sacrament the presence of a Kahna and the Holy Sleeva is essential. 



 

17. What are the factors essential for the validity of East Syriac Marriage according to Mar 

Timothy I Catholicose? 

For the validity of the marriage, the presence of a Kahna and the Holy Sleeva are essential. 

 

18. According to Isho bar Nun Catholicose, (AD 823-828), what are the essential factors for 

the solemn celebration of the betrothal? 

The presence of the Kahna and of the lay people, of the Holy Sleeva, of the blessed water and 

of the ring are required for the solemn celebration of the betrothal. 

 

19. What does Abu I-Farag Abdallah Ibn Al Tayyib (AD 1043), secretary to Mar Elia I 

Catholicose, say about the celebration of the betrothal? 

He says: "The betrothal should be completed in the church of holiness through the mediation 

of the Kahna, M'shamshana, the Christian faithful and through the ecclesiastical ceremony 

and through prayer, the Holy Sleeva, ring and ḥnānā. Whatever is done contrary to this, but 

according to the customs of the people in their houses, is invalid." 

 

20. What does the Nomocanon of Mar Abd Isho say about the presence of the Kahna in the 

celebration of marriage? 

The presence of the Kahna is necessary unless impossible. 
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