
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) What are the final rites of the wedding? 

 The erection and the dismantling of the Bridal Chamber.  

 

2) Where does the erection and the dismantling of the Bridal Chamber take place? 

At home.  

 

3) The erection of the Bridal Chamber recalls what in the Old Testament? 

The bridal canopy (chuppah).  

 

4) What is the Old Testament reference for the Bridal Canopy? 

Ps. 19: 5 

 

5) In the Jewish tradition, what does the Bridal Chamber symbolise?  

 The groom's home and the bride's new domain. 

 

6) What does the erection of the Bridal Chamber symbolise? 

The marriage between Maran Isho M'shiha and the Church; the bridal chamber is the 

spiritual and eternal one. 

 

7) What does Mar Aprem call the Bridal Chamber? 

The chamber of light. 

 

8) What do the Syriac fathers compare the entrance of the spouses into the Bridal Chamber 

with? 

The Syriac fathers compare the entrance of the spouses into the Bridal Chamber with the 

heavenly banquet that is prepared for the just.  

 

9) When does the erection of the Bridal Chamber take place? 
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The service is usually conducted on the evening of the wedding, before the spouses retire for 

the night. 

 

10) What do the liturgical prayers of the erection of the Bridal Chamber portray?  

The liturgical prayers portray the Church edifice as the temple of Alahaa and a Bridal 

Chamber on Earth, which is a prefiguration of the Heavenly Bridal Chamber. The Church is 

also described as a bride that is awaiting the second coming of the bridegroom (Our Lord) 

when he will take her to the Heavenly Bridal Chamber.  

 

11) What are the rites in the of erection of the Bridal Chamber? 

The rite commences with the reciting of the Lord’s Prayer and followed by a priestly prayer 

where he prays for the indissoluble union of the couple. It proceeds with Psalm 121 with a 

refrain. Afterwards, the priest recites a prayer and incenses the bridal chamber. An antiphon 

is chanted for the benediction of the house and of the spouses. It beseeches the Power and 

help of the Sleeva, the intercession of Marth Mariyam, and the saints. The antiphon is 

followed with a priestly prayer that seeks to benedict the spouses and another three hymns are 

recited. After the priestly prayer, Psalm 67 is recited with a refrain where it asks for the 

blessing of the Bridal Chamber. After the chanting of the hymn, the liturgy says, “Here the 

Bridal Chamber is closed.” It is followed with the reciting of the Teshbuktha and priestly 

prayers for the intercession of the Virgin Maryam and of the saints. Then follows the Litany, 

Trisagion, and reciting of the Lord’s Prayer and is concluded with two prayers and a final 

benediction. 

 

12) How does the erection of Bridal Chamber end? 

The closing of the Bridal Chamber after the spouses have entered it. 

 

13) What is symbolised by the closing of the Bridal Chamber? 

It signifies the closing of the heavenly room after the entry of the bridegroom (Matt 25: 10). 

 

14) When did the dismantling of the Bridal Chamber take place? 

The dismantling of the Bridal Chamber generally took place one week after the marriage. 

 

15) What does the dismantling of the Bridal Chamber intend? 

It intends to implore the blessings of the Lord for procreation and the good education of the 

children.  

 

16) What are the cultural elements adapted by the Marthoma Nasranis of Hendo (India)? 

Minnu (Tali) and Mantharakodi. 

 

 

17) How many balls form the shape of the cross on the Tali of Marthoma Nasranis? 

21 



 

18) What is the significance of 21 balls on the Tali? 

7 x 3 = 21 

7: Completeness  

3: Holy Trinity  

 

19) Who prepares the twine for the Thali? 

The twine is to be prepared by the party of the bridegroom (sister and brother-in-law). 

 

20) When and where should the twine for the Thali be prepared? 

After the Chantham Charth, the twine with which the Tali is tied is prepared in the house 

of the bridegroom. 
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