
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) According to Mar Timothy II, what is the 'Law of Marriage'? 

Alahaa given Rāzē (Mysteries). (God given mysteries/sacraments) 

2) According to the Syriac Fathers, marriage symbolises the relationship between whom? 

M'shiha and the Church. 

3) From where did the East Syriac fathers take the theological understanding of the meaning 

of marriage? 

From the Holy Scripture. 

4) What is the symbolic meaning of “Rāzā of Marriage” according to the East Syriac Fathers? 

The East Syriac Fathers comment on the “Rāzā of Marriage” by giving the symbolic meaning 

of the rite which outlines the economy of salvation (M'dabranusa) brought about by M'shiha. 

5) What does the 13th Canon of the Sunahadose of Mar Geevarghese I (674) stipulate? 

The canonical form of the celebration of marriage requires the consent of the parents, the 

mediation of the Holy Sleeva of salvation and the Priestly presence. 

6) What does Isho’bqkht (8th century) comment about the priestly blessing of marriage? 

“We believe that what is blessed by the Kahna, it is blessed by Alahaa”. 

7) According to Mar Timothy II (1318-1332/5), which are the five constitutive elements that 

are necessary for the validity of marriage? 

i) Administered by a valid priest 

ii) The presence of the cup of wine mixed with water to be blessed by the priest 

iii) The Holy Sleeva 

iv) The ring 

v) H'nana (sand from the Tomb of saints/martyrs) 
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8) What are the five elements according to Isho Bar Nun for marriage? 

Marriage requires the presence of the Kahna and of the lay people, of the Holy Sleeva, of the 

blessed wine mixed with water and of the ring. 

9) What are the two conspicuous phases in the celebration of marriage according to Mar 

Timothy I? 

Betrothal and the Crowning. 

10) What is the title of the Taksa for Marriage in the East Syriac tradition? 

Taksa d'Zuwaga 

11) What is the meaning of the Syriac word Zuwaga? 

Literal meaning may be yoke. 

The meaning of Zuwaga is the "binding together as if by a yoke".  

To join together or unite in marriage. 

The communion of the couples by the Zuwaga is known as Shawtapusa.  

12) What are the important rites in the East Syriac marriage? 

i) Rite of consent or rite of sending the ring. 

ii) Rite of joining the hands of the stewards. 

iii) Rite of marriage in the church. 

iii a) Blessing of the chalice and drinking from it. 

iii b) Blessing of the Bridal attire and the Benediction of the Colours. 

iii c) Blessing of the crowns and crowning. 

vi) Setting up of the bridal chamber; with prayers of the priest. 

vii) Dismantling of the bridal chamber. 

13) What are the two Rites of Betrothal? 

The rite of consent or rite of sending the ring and the rite of joining the hands of the stewards. 

14) What happens in the rite of sending the ring? 

The Kahna first sends the ring of the groom by a pious woman to the house of future bride, if 

she consents to marry the man then she chooses to accept the ring. 

15) What does the Nomocanon (The Nomocanon is one of the canonical texts of the East 

Syriac tradition. The author is Mar Abdisho Bar Berica (d1318.) narrate about the sending of 

the ring? 

The Kahna sends four pious women or bnath qyāme (daughters of covenant) who are known 

well by the girl. They will take her by the hand, place the ring on it and say, “This is the ring 

of (name of the groom), the son of (...), whom your father or your brother or your paternal 



uncle or your mother or your maternal uncle or (...) your sponsor has betrothed to you. If 

then, your will is satisfied with him, be still and keep your silence but if it is not, cast off the 

ring. The matter will be over. 

16) Who are the Bnay qyāmâ? 

They were a community of faithful in the early Syriac Churches focused around the members 

of the covenant: men and women who had committed themselves to sexual abstinence and 

the service of the Church. The English translation of the Syriac Bnay qyāmâ is literally sons 

of the covenant. A male member of the covenant was called Bar qyāmâ, or son of the 

covenant and a female member was known as Bat qyāmâ, or daughter of the covenant. 

17) What is the rite of joining of hands? 

The second step in East Syriac marriage is the exchange of the right hand of the procurators 

after the question of the curate. The procurators are representatives of the two families. The 

Kahna takes their two right hands, reminding the prospective couple and the assembly that 

the communion of man and woman was established by the creator. He calls Alaha, the angels 

and saints to be witnesses to the agreement for the new partnership of life initiated by the 

spouses and prays for the betrothed. Afterward, the ceremony is concluded with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

18) Where is the rite of joining of hands conducted? 

The rite is conducted in the house of the bride in the presence of the Kahna and witnesses. 

19) According to Isho Bakht (8th Century) why is betrothal a necessary step before the 

matrimony? 

It is a period of trial and mutual recognition which leads the couples to a happy and lasting 

matrimony. 

20) What does the Nomocanon say about betrothal? 

Since the beginning, when Alahaa formed Eve from the rib of Adam, prior to her formation, 

Alahaa first spoke the word, “It is not good for man to be alone. I will make for him a helper 

like him.” By this Alahaa early indicated this covenant, which men ought to make through 

betrothal. Therefore, Nazranis, the children of the wedding-feast of Isho, the heavenly 

bridegroom, should have, prior to their intimacy, a contract. 
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