
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Casolikka Mar Isho Bar Nun(AD 823-828) speaks of five degrees of the church hierarchy. 

Which are they? 

 M'shamshana, Kashisha, Methran, Methrapolitha, and Casolikka. 

 

2. Which is the most commonly accepted classification of the East Syriac Kahnusa? 

The classification of Mar Abdisho (13th Century). The list is as follows: Catholicose, 

Metropolitan, 

Methran, Archdeacon, Cor-Apescopa, Kashisha, M'shamshana, Heupadiakona and Karoya. 

 

3. According to Mar Aprem, what is the most sublime task that the Malaka performs? 

The Holy service before Alaha, which extends from the completion of the heavenly liturgy to 

the constant serving presence in the church. 

 

4. What does Mar Narsai call a Kahna? 

Angel of the Lord. 

 

5. "The Kashisha is the mediator of the sacred mysteries and no priest or bishop receives 

these mysteries without the mediation of priests." Whose comment is this? 

Mar Thimothy II. 

 

6. In what way does Mar Timothy II compare the Malaka and Kahna? 
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As the Malaka are the servants of the Lord and the mediators of the Lord, the Kahna are 

physical Malaka who are made mediators between Alaha and mankind. 

 

7. "Just as we chanted, praising through our physical tongues in the Church of the Earth, 

grant us to serve you with the Malaka who serve you in the Celestial Church." Where does 

this prayer appear in the East Syriac Liturgy? 

These are the last two lines of the Slosa d'Sapra of Sapra in the Qudash Edtha (Season of 

Dedication of the Church). (Darmo, Hudra, Vol.III, 588.) 

 

8. Which canons prohibit a Heupadiakona to wear the Urara as worn by a M'shamshana? 

Canons 4 and 5 of Mar Awa (544AD), Canons in the book of the Ibn al-Tayyib 

(Jurisprudence of Christianity). 

 

9. What does Liber Patrum say about the duties of the Heupadiakona? 

The Heupadiakona is forbidden to touch the sacred vessels and to administer the chalice of 

the blood to the faithful during the Holy Communion. However, in cases of necessity, when 

the M'shamshana is absent, a Heupadiakona can function as a M'shamshana, during the 

liturgy only with permission of the Methran. 

10. How does the Sunahadose of 410 in its Fifteenth Canon recognise a Heupadiakona? 

As an Exorcist. 

11. Which Choir of Malaka is compared with the M’shamshana? 

Principalities. 

12. Which Sunahadose prohibits the Celebration of Liturgy without M’shamshana? 

The Sunahadose of Mar Isho Yahb I and Mar Awa decided that the liturgy should not be 

celebrated without a M'shamshana or a second priest. The M'shamshana is the herald of the 

church, who calls the people's attention and invites them to pray. 

13. Who are allowed to celebrate the Holy Qurbana without M’shamshana? 

Only the hermits and priests who live far from human dwellings are allowed to celebrate the 

liturgy without a M'shamshana. 

14. Who says that it's the duty of the M'shamshana to clean the Madbaha? 

Mar Babai the Great and Mar Timothy II. 

15. According to Mar Isho Yahb I, Mar Isho’dad and Mar Abdisho, what is the priest's main 

authority? 

To offer the sacrifice and to sanctify water and oil of the Mamodeesa. 



16. According to the Liber Patrum, what are the authorities of the Kahna? 

In addition to the authorisation to consecrate water and oil of the Mamodeesa and to offer the 

Holy Qurbana, the functions of the Kashisha are as follows: reading the Swarsa (Gospel) on 

the Bema, fulfilling the marriage ceremony between man and woman, burying the dead, 

forgiving the transgressors, and fulfilling all the necessary functions of the Kahnusa, except 

for the consecration of the Madbaha with oil. A priest may also unite or unbind married 

couples and visit sick people to heal them. Likewise, in the rite of consecration, the following 

powers are spoken in the prayer accompanying the laying on of hands, the priest puts his 

hands on the sick so that they can be healed, serves the Madbaha, offers Holy Qurbana and 

consecrates the Mamodeesa water. 

17. Which is the oldest East Syriac source which says about the Order of the Archdeacon? 

The Archdeacon's office was mentioned by the Sunahadose in 410 Canon 15, Canon 27 of 

Mar Awa in Canons in the Ibn al-Tayyib (Jurisprudence of Christianity), and Canon 19 of 

Sunahadose of Mar Isho Yahb I in 585 AD. 

18. According to the Canons of the Mar Isho Bar Nun, what is the authority given to 

Arkkadiyakon? 

The Archdeacon is authorized to act as an ecclesiastical judge. 

19. How does the call to Kahnusa shares the ministries of Isho M'shiha? 

The call to Kahnusa shares the threefold ministry of Isho M'shiha as N'viya (prophet), Kahna 

(priest) and Raya (shepherd). 

20. What is the meaning of Kumra? 

High priest. 
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