
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What do the canons of the Sunahadose convened in 486 by Mar Acacius, who was the 

Casolikka of the East from 485 to 496 AD, say about the marriage of the clergy? 

"A righteous marriage and childbearing, whether before or after the priesthood, is pleasing 

and acceptable to Alahaa." 

2. What is the role of the Kahna in the celebration of the Rāzē according to Mar Timothy II? 

"The Kahna is the one who completes all the mysteries and without whose mediation none of 

the Holy Rāzē of our Church are fulfilled. For, he is the one who, by the Holy invocation 

perfects all those who are brought near for completion, whatever they may be...” 

3. When was celibacy of clergy made mandatory in Roman Catholic Church? 

   AD 1123. 

4. Which are the only two Eastern Catholic Churches which do not have Married Clergy at 

present? 

    Syro-Malabar Church and Syro-Malankara Church. 

5. What is the meaning of the word Casolikka / Catholicose? 

    It is a Greek word which means Universal Bishop. 

6. What does Didache (teachings of the Apostles) compare the three ranks of Kahnusa to? 

It was mentioned in the teachings of the Apostles that bishops are shepherds, priests are 

teachers and deacons are servants. 

7. Why does the great East Syriac scholar and poet Abdisho Bar Berikha (1318) consider 

priesthood the most significant of all the sacraments? 

Because through the ordination of the priest, all other sacraments are bestowed upon the 

faithful who wishes to receive it.  

8. What does Mar Abdisho Bar Berikha say about Kahnusa in the book Marganisa? 

Kahnusa is the most important and noble sacrament in the Church through which all other 

sacraments of the Church are perfected and it is the greatest gift that Alahaa gave to mankind 
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by empowering men to forgive their fellow men’s sins. 

9. What does Mar Timothy II (1352) say about Kahnusa? 

Mediation and blessing of the Kahnusa functions as a seal which makes the Rāzē valid and 

Alahaa entrusted this seal to bishops and priests. 

10. What does the great East Syriac theologian Mar Narsai (502) say about Kahnusa in his 

homilies on priesthood under the headings of “On Priesthood” and “On Holy Eucharist”? 

Syamida of priests is the key to divine mercy. Alahaa gave the great seal of His divinity and 

thus the Ruha d'Kudsha is celebrated by the hands of the Kahna. Mar Narsai wrote that the 

priest received from Ruha d'Kudsha the power by the laying on of hands, and through him all 

Rāzē are performed. 

11. What does "Laying on of Hands" mean in East Syriac Church? 

For East Syrian fathers, the sacred sign of the holy orders has always been the laying on of 

hands. By the laying on of hands, the Ruha d'Kudsha is awarded for the exercise of the 

priestly office. 

12.  What does Mar Isho Yahb III say about Imposition of Hands and Apostolic Succession? 

He stated that by the laying on of hands are bestowed Ruha d'Kudsha and the priestly 

authority. The Kahnusa is derived from the Apostles in a continuous sequence by laying on of 

hand. 

13. What does Mar Abdisho say about Apostolic Succession of Kahnusa? 

He says that Kahnusa was conferred through the Apostolic tradition by the ecclesiastical 

laying on of hands. He also expressly declares the Kahnusa is granted with spiritual oil, i.e. 

by the laying on of hands, not with material or substance of oil. 

14. “Our Lord exercised the office of the Catholicose when he laid his hands on his disciples 

on the Mount of Zaith. He practiced the office of the Metropolitan when he said to Shem'on 

Keppa: If you will be converted, strengthen your brothers (Luke 22.32). He exercised the 

office of the Methran when he breathed on them and said: Receive the Ruha d'Kudsha (John 

20.22), the office of the Cor Apescopa, when he sent them out to preach two and two, and the 

position of Arkkadiyakon when he went to different places and visited them; the Kashishusa, 

when He broke His body for the disciples in the last supper hall; the office of the 

M'shamshana when he washed the disciples' feet on the day of the Pesaha; the office of the 

Heupadiakona when he drove the vendors out of the temple with the whip; and the office of 

the Karoya when the scriptures were handed over to him in the synagogue.” 

Who is the author of the above-mentioned comment? 

Mar Isho Bar Bakth Methrapolitha (8th Century).  

15. Whose quote is "The Shlihe were used by Him as readers when he selected the Twelve 

and the Seventy; as a Heupadiakona when he sent them two and two before him; as a 

M'shamshana when he led them up Mount Tabor; as a Kashisha when he taught them to 

break his body and blood; he made them Methran when he rose from the grave and came to 

them in the last super hall; he used them as Methrapolitha when he appeared to them at Lake 



Tiberius; he made them Catholicose when he blessed them and ascended into heaven and 

upon he send his Ruha to them”. 

The anonymous author of the 9th Century. 

16. What does Mar Isho’dad of Merv (9th century) say about ranks of Kahnusa? 

Apostles received the high priesthood through the descent of the Ruha d'Kudsha and the 70 

disciples received the priesthood. In his explanation of Chapter 6 and 13 of the Acts of the 

Apostles, he mentions laying on of hands as a diaconate ordination and laying on of hands on 

Paul and Barnabas as ordination of the Kashisha. 

 

17. What does Mar Thimothy II Catholicose say about the ranks of Kahnusa? 

The Lord himself instituted the three main ranks of the priesthood: bishop, priest, and deacon 

by the Holy Sign, whereby the ordination awarded is also introduced by M'shiha himself. 

  

18. What does Mar Narsai (502) say about Apostolic Succession of Kahnusa? 

M'shiha consecrated the Twelve apostles by raising his hands and blessing them on his 

Sulaka (Ascension). The Apostles consecrated Kashisha on behalf of M'shiha. 

  

19. Who all are the East Syriac Fathers who say about prohibition of Re- Ordination and 

Indestructibility of Kahnusa? 

Mar Narsai, Liber Patrum, Mar Abdisho, Mar Yohannan III Catholicose. 

  

20. Who said that "Kashisha could not be Kashisha without the Methran, the Methran not a 

Methran without the Metropolitan, and the Metropolitan not a Metropolitan without the 

Catholicose"? 

Mar Isho Yahb III. 
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